Ecclesiastes 11:4-6:

4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.

5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.


Dear friends, there are persons to whom we should never go to seek their salvation if we regarded the winds and the clouds… 

 You cannot make the gospel enter into men's hearts. You cannot tell how it does enter and change them. The Spirit of God does that; but your duty is to go on telling it. 

 You have nothing to do with the result of your sowing; that remains with the Lord. That which you sow in the morning may prosper, or the seed that you scatter in the evening; possibly God will bless both. 

 You are Called to keep on sowing, whether you reap or not.   

King Solomon presses the rich to do good to others. Through King Solomon, God declares to give freely, though it may seem thrown away and lost. Give to many, as much as you can afford to without harm to self or family, as the Holy Spirit moves you to give.  Give joyfully, not concerned with a payback. Excuse not thyself with the good thou hast done, from the good thou hast further to do. It is not lost, but well laid out. We have reason to expect evil, for we are born to trouble, born in sin; it is our Call through God's wisdom to do good in the day of prosperity. Riches cannot profit us, if we do not benefit others. Every man must labour to be a blessing to that place where the Providence of God casts him.

Note: (Providence means:  Divine guidance or care, God conceived as the power sustaining and guiding human destiny, making provision for His Elect, and turning what is bad into something good to Glorify Himself; that is to Glorify God by His directing people, events, and what appear to be random circumstances, but which is God's direct hand, to bring about a perfect outcome) to Glorify Himself.

Wherever we are, we may find good work to do, if we have but hearts to do it. If we magnify every little difficulty, start objections, and fancy hardships, we shall never go on, much less go through with our work. Winds and clouds of tribulation are, in God's hands, designed to try us. God's work shall agree with his word, whether we see it or not. And we may well trust God to provide for us, without our anxious, disquieting cares. Be not weary in well-doing, for in due season, in God's time, you shall reap.


Galatians 6:6-9

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.


Many excuse themselves from the work which we are Called to do, which is a Christian's duty of doing good toward the Brethren, to the point of sacrifice if need be, and being good to all when spreading the Word of God in Truth; though many who profess Christ only make a show, and may even loudly profess it. They may impose upon you and others burdens to bear that they themselves will not, yet they deceive themselves if they think to impose upon God, Who knows their hearts as well as actions; and as He, God cannot be deceived, so He will not be mocked. Our present time is seed time; in the other world, the after life, we shall reap as we sow now. As there are two sorts of sowing, one to the flesh, and the other to the Spirit, so will the reckoning be hereafter. Those who live a carnal, sensual life, must expect no other fruit from such a course than misery and ruin. Those though who, under the guidance and influences of the Holy Spirit, live a life of faith in Christ Jesus, and abound in Christian graces because of God's Grace to the Born Again Believer, shall of the Holy Spirit reap life everlasting. We are all very apt to tire in our duty, particularly in doing good. This we should carefully watch and guard against. God has set Watchmen to warn, to guide, to protect, and to Teach so as to encourage us onward, and calling us to "Stand Fast," not to move to the left nor the right.  Only to perseverance in well-doing is the reward promised. Here is an exhortation to all to do good in their places. We should take care to do good in our life-time, and make this the business of our lives. Especially when fresh occasions offer, and as far as our power reaches.

 C.H. Spurgeon 
 (Sermon 2264, Metropolitan Tabernacle, July 3rd, 1890).

Psalm 89:28
28My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.

Psalm 111:8
8They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.

Jeremiah 46:14
14Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee.

Note:  See Jeremiah 46 below.

1 Corinthians 16:13
13Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

Note:  Quit you like men, this phrase is used only once in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and it means properly, "To act like a man," i.e. To be as a full-grown, mature man; to be responsible and courageous by taking the initiatives God reveals to him through faith, being Called to standing fast, persevere to the end, stand firm, neither moving to the left nor the right.  The Apostle Paul uses many military examples, as does others throughout the Holy Bible.  This example of not moving, to stand fast gives a Roman Soldier as an example.  When standing shoulder-to-shoulder, helmet on, sword in hand, shield in place, and not moving to the left or right, but moving forward -- as a unit, slashing with the sword they proved to be unbeatable.  Any breach made with one who was slain, was immediately filled in by a Reserve, who was held in place to fill the breach made by his fallen comrade.


Galatians 5:1
1Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Philippians 1:27
27Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Philippians 4:1
1Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

1 Thessalonians 3:8
8For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

Note:  "For now we live, . . . ". Before they were as dead men, lifeless, disconsolate, dispirited, carrying about with them the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross of Calvary, and they were sleeping for sorrow, and as it were death was working in them, and they, as it were, under the sentence of that, were also being killed all the day long for Christ's sake.  Now, the Apostle Paul stands forth upon the good news, For now we live . . . Now, upon this news, in the midst of all their sore trials and tribulations, in the midst of all their worldly troubles, their Spirits are being revived, and they became alive and cheerful:

As were the Jews made so during the time of Queen Ester:

Esther 9:22
22As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.

Psalm 22:26
26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.


Luke 22:44-46

4 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow,

46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.



John 16:5-7

5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?

6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.



John 16:19-22

19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.

Note:  The Apostles, and all His Sheep, would weep and lament . . . but the world (satan's family shall rejoice).  Be of good cheer, though, for you shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy!

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.



2 Corinthians 6:1-18
1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

Note:  Succoured thee in the Greek means:  brought help, sent a helper, the Holy Spirit, along with the Apostles, and all of the fellow Born Again Believers.

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:

4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

6 By pureness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,

7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,

8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true;

Note:  Note:  See explanation for this verse below.

9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;

10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.

12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels.

13 Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged.

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.



2 Corinthians 6:6
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true;

"By honour and dishonour, . . ." Some persons think and speak honourably of the Apostles and their fellow workers spreading and Preaching the Gospel, and behave in a reverent manner towards us; they wish us well, bid us God speed, receive us into their houses, and treat us with respect.  Yet others think meanly of us, speak of us with the utmost contempt, and use us as if we were the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things.  So it is that we Christians pass through the world; this is the treatment we meet with on the right hand and on the left; nor are we much affected with it:  by evil report and good report; as it fares with our persons, so with our sound Doctrine: some speak well of it, receive and embrace it; others blaspheme it, and have it in the utmost abhorrence; we are hated, and we are charged with the vilest of crimes, and our Doctrines are smeared and changed and loaded with the most absurd and wicked consequences, and both branded in the most infamous manner by one set of men; and by others both our persons and principles are cleared and vindicated from all such aspersions, and are highly commended and applauded.

As deceivers; for so they were accounted, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was before them and was treated as a deceiver, as the unbelieving Jews had attacked the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with a charge that He was speaking from Beelzebub, and by the false apostles, as if they were the authors, or abettors, and spreaders of errors, and the instruments of leading people aside, and were of satan themselves.

Matthew 10:25
25It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?

Matthew 12:24
24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

In spite of this, the Apostle Paul declares, yet true; true and faithful Ministers of the Word; true to their Lord and Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; true to the trust committed to them; true to the Gospel of Christ, and to the souls of men.


Therefore, it was like life from the dead unto them:  if ye stand fast in the Lord: our Lord, and in the faith of the Lord. 

1 Thessalonians 3:8
8For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

The more we find pleasure in the ways of God, the more we shall desire to persevere therein. The Apostle Paul's design was to establish and comfort the Thessalonians as to the object of their faith, that Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who was the Saviour of the world (world:  meaning His family); and as to the recompence of faith (recompence means:  payment given to someone because of the loss), which was more than enough to make up all their losses, and to reward all their labors. However, the Apostle Paul feared his labors would be in vain. If the devil, satan, cannot hinder Ministers from laboring in the Word and destroying their understanding of God's Doctrine, satan will, if possible, hinder the success of their labors. No one would willingly labor in vain. It is the Will and purpose of God, that we enter into His Kingdom through many afflictions. The Apostles, far from flattering people with the expectation of worldly prosperity in this life, told Christians plainly they must count upon trouble in the flesh. Herein they followed the example of their great Master, the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Christians were in danger, and they should be forewarned; they will thus be kept from being improved by any devices of the tempter, the devil, that vile serpent, the father of lies, satan.


2 Thessalonians 2:15
15Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.


Jeremiah 46: 1-28

1The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles;

2 Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaohnecho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.

3 Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle.

4 Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the brigandines.

5 Wherefore have I seen them dismayed and turned away back? and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled apace, and look not back: for fear was round about, saith the Lord.

6 Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates.

7 Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers?

8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.

9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.

10 For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord God of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates.

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured.

12 The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, and they are fallen both together.

13 The word that the Lord spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the land of Egypt.

14 Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee.

15 Why are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, because the Lord did drive them.

16 He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword.

17 They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed.

18 As I live, saith the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall he come.

19 O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: for Noph shall be waste and desolate without an inhabitant.

20 Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the north.

21 Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and the time of their visitation.

22 The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood.

23 They shall cut down her forest, saith the Lord, though it cannot be searched; because they are more than the grasshoppers, and are innumerable.

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the north.

25 The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him:

26 And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the Lord.

27 But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord: for I am with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished.



Psalm 95:3
3For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 

Titus 2:12-14

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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